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deeds were done during the Reign of Terror, much blood was
wantonly shed, yet for the organizers of the system excuses
can be made. They honestly believed that the steady suc-
cession of executions was necessary to maintain peace and
good order in France, and that, to save much bloodshed from
anarchy and civil war, it was necessary that some lives should
be solemnly taken with judicial forms. This may not be
a valid excuse to strict moralists, but it is an intelligible
attitude to adopt. However, no such excuse can be pleaded
for Fouquier-Tinville. When on his trial, he urged that he
was merely the agent of the committees, who demanded so
many lives a day; but that can be no excuse for his own
brutality, no excuse for his harsh words to his victims, or for
such atrocities as the execution of the Mardchale de Mouchy,
The names of his five substitutes ought to be mentioned, as
they occur frequently in the history of the Terror: they were
Fleuriot-Lescot, afterwards Mayor of Paris, Gribeauval, Koyer>
Naulin, and Lieudin.

The procedure of the Tribunal was very simple. Before each
section was brought for trial every day certain prisoners, whose
names had been decided on in a nightly conference between
the Committee of General Security and Fouqnier-Tinville, and
who had then been removed from their respective prisons to
the Conciergerie, which was close by the Palais de Justice,
where the Tribunal hold its sittings. The selection of victims
was at first a serious matter, prisoners only being chosen for
trial who had shown themselves in some way markedly
opposed to the Revolution, either as politicians or journalists.
But as the Terror became more organized into a system less
care was shown, and names were selected at random from
the first that came to hand, the important point being to
have a certain number of condemned for the guillotine, This
random selection was so well known that it became a regular
expedient for friends of prisoners to bribe the clerks of the
Committee of General Security to keep the names of the
individuals in whom they were interested at the bottom of
the files of prisoners* papers, so that they should not strike the